AMENDMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. § 1.114(c) 
U.S. Application No.: 10/673,361 



Attorney Docket No . : Q7777 1 



AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and listings of claims in the 

application: 

LISTING OF CLAIMS: 

1-8. (canceled). 

9. (currently amended): A printing method for printing a print image on a medium 
comprising: 

a step of storing, in a memory area, image data that has been generated by reading an 
image in an original; 

a-iitep-ef performing an area determination for determining which area, in the original, is 
an area in which a print image exists , together with performing printing on a first sheet, based on 
the image data that has been generated by reading the image in the original; 

a step of determining whether or not the whole image data corresponding to the a rea that 
has been determined said-pr-iRt-image-can be stored, in terms of size, in said memory area based 
on a result of said area determination; and 

if it is determined that the whole image data can be stored in terms of size, 

storing data that has been re-read for the image in the origina l which is limited to 

the area only, having been subject e d to said area d e t e rmination i n said memory area 

■ kised -- e - n - 4he - res - uk - ef -- sa - id -- area -- determinatien , and 

performing printing up to the preset number of sheets from a sec ond shegl based 

on the irnay-- Jam -<\h\ me mory area, 
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if it is determined that the whole image data cannot be stored in terms of size, 

performing a reading operation of the original every time printing is performed, 

and 

performing printing up to the preset number of sheets from rlk wond sk-or. 
using image data from the reading operatiotsKt^.-d en she i-m-atk tkn-a w bukl hwmvs area. 

10. (currently amended): A printing method according to claim 9, wherein: 

a scan width for which an image-reading section for reading the image in said original is 
moved is changed , so as to read only the area, base4-€m4he-r^ttfe--efeaid-'area-'detefmiaatie'»-upon 
re-reading the jrnagcJ[Lsajd_original»t^ 

1 1 . (currently amended): A printing method according to claim 9, wherein: 

a scan width for which an image-reading section for reading the image in said original is 
moved is not changed upon re-reading the image in said original-that-h as b ee n sub je ct e d to s aid 
area determi na tion ; and 

image data of the area fc orrcsponding to said print image is extracted from the data that 
has been re-read for the original having been subjected to said area determinat - ie - H --and is stored in 
said memory area. 

12-15. (canceled). 
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